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as we've mentioned and cause loitering the number of Casa lawyers absolute was very small percentage of 
profession is very small to have a husband and wife cause learning team is probably even smaller so Sarah 
had a very active role in getting the sulphate cakes going in many respects and in that process got involved 
with the certain young haphazard attorney so tonight once a month a lot about the rest of the story softly 
thank you it was quite a personal journey to go back and remember not only all of the events and facts that 
unfolded in this historic case but to remember all the wonderful people and there's there's one thing | want to 
share with you tonight with it if you're working on something it doesn't have to be a start and in the case of 
self when it was historic if you're working on something major in your life and you're on your path you're 
doing what you're here to do you will be with many other wonderful people and they all happen it's like a big 
synergistic fabulous experience and that's what Silkwood was and because of all the wonderful people and 
all the parts that they played and everything that they did that only they could do it ended up being a major 
litigated case educational organizing and 
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educational organizing and consciousness-raising project that was not only national than international and 
tonight what | wanted to do Danny is right now in South Dakota working on a case that we're doing right now 
which I'm sure we'll share more with you about that mikoto people defending their rights and we've been 
working there for five years now on that pace and what I'm gonna do tonight is share with you other aspects 
of cause Lori lawyer besides the litigation and investigation well on Thursday he'll be he'll be talking about 
the the dative aspects of syllables but tonight I'm going to talk about other things and | put some on the board 
to see here that in addition to prosecuting and defending it cost law rearing and investigating and exposing 
there's organizing and educating there's changing consciousness and policies and laws all of these are 
components to this work and in the tactics of how to do this there are identifying allies and alliances 
educating and researching organizing and inspiring people to act fundraising litigating investigating and 
changing policy and laws and all of these things happen in the Karen Silkwood case and the formula that we 
sort of involved collectively is one that we went on to use in every other cave every other major case that we 
did after that it all kind of and this is not true of everyone who does toss lawyers not everyone has as as 
complete a sort of holistic approach as we have had and which is why | think it's really 
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had and which is why | think it's really important to share these components with you first like this dude | 
think it's really important not to think that you have to have gone to Harvard we have to have two degrees 
from Harvard well whatever to do these things just not true | mean Danny played a phenomenal role in this 
case but there were 35 40 other people none of them with value Margaret who also played very important 
roles so so for myself | come from North Dakota and while | started Kyle | was very you know | was a high 
achiever | was totally into doing music and sports and leadership and everything so | had that sort of North 
Dakota work ethic has been extremely important in this work because it's a lot of work another penguin this 
work you have to be motivated internally and it's a really a motivation of service that's that's the primary 
motivation is you would rather spend your life in service to the larger collective of people then spend your life 
figuring out how you're going to make sometimes it might happen simultaneously but the intent is is it 
important it's very important because otherwise you can't get up every day and do all the things that you 
have to do if you're not internally driven and if you are internally driven and in you know that you're working 
with the quantum field | 
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you're working with the quantum field | Know this is risky because you're working with the universe you're not 
alone because the universe has abandoned towards justice and it may be slow but it does demonstrate and 
when you get into this kind of work you start to experience how other it happened and it's you didn't make 
them times they just other people come forward other particles get written that you have even know we're 
being written and there's a kind of synergy that occurs that is really exhilarating and it means that no matter 
how hard the work is and no matter how difficult the finances are they always are you are profoundly suspect 
because you're not only doing what's in your heart you're doing it with a whole bunch of other people who 
have it in their heart as well and you're getting the support you're getting a win it at your back when it comes 
not always but when when it counts so that's where it ended up great it comes from being from North Dakota 
where we was a Sunday School and we did all these things then we learned that we were not alone and I've 
gotten very very grateful for that because it has sustained this work for my entire life then what really 
happened in terms of my consciousness is my family they were conservative Republicans not reactionary in 
the two parties but it's certain normal and fashion Republicans and so | 
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normal and fashion Republicans and so | believe but by the time | graduated from high school and went to 
college that our country was primarily working in foreign policy for freedom and democracy for other people 
that's what we were doing we were bringing it to people who didn't have freedom or didn't have democracy 
and it was a wonderful thing that we were doing and | remember the day when this disillusionment process 
began and it has it has gone off or for my whole life | had been to Cornell | chosen to go west because | liked 
the west coast more than the East Coast and | eat foods Berkeley and | finished it quickly | arrived in 1964 
quite by accident | didn't know what was going on there and it was amazing it was amazing | worked at the 
bank | got in all this stuff was happening you know Mario Savio was making his speeches everything was 
happening it was 1964 and | remember the night that | saw students being pulled out of the administration 
building because they've gone in and occupy the administration building gotten into all the files released 
information of the other students about what was in the files and that had to do with the CIA a recruiting on 
campus and and different things like that and | remember seeing them being pulled down the steps in their 
heads banging as they went down the stairs and | also remember once the Oakland Police who were very 
very very tough we're coming we're marching all 


00:10:03 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=8wv0YXvWSgc&t=603s 





tough we're coming we're marching all the way across with their clubs and everything you know sort of 
cadence to it coming from Oakland towards Berkeley and we were all you know how many of us are more 
marching with flowers | mean people really were putting flowers in as you've seen in the pictures and and 
then you know when the violence started they were calling people all of this was taking place in the context 


of the Vietnam War and it's really hard to communicate what that felt like to have your friends and brothers 
and husbands and fathers even for some people going away to war and coming back in boxes and and then 
see pictures of you know eventually and a naked Vietnamese girl running down the street with napalm water 
on fire you know with it was and the day that | remember realizing that | didn't quite understand what was 
really happening it was early on | had a friend he would he was from Los Angeles | remember the room we 
were sitting in about going to the lighting on the walls and you said | said okay was wirele there and he said 
other minerals their minerals that we need from Vietnam and they want to flip over there because they're 
afraid of communism having 
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they're afraid of communism having foothold in Asia and he's doing wrong explain that Ho Chi Minh and 
initially was really interested in our Constitution and wanted a copy our Constitution you know before we 
started bombing to heck out of lose value in the country and happened doing all these things putting up 
phony leaders it was it was really disturbed too maybe this happened to some of you with occupy and with 
the recent financial crash you know maybe some of the people in your generation thought wow | don't know 
get investment banker I'm gonna study yeah we know that people on in the Ivy League's were doing that 
we've been told this by students there's so many of their people we're preparing to go and become 
investment bankers new self well what happened to the young people who went to become investment 
bankers and then realized that they were running the country right down the tube that they were taking us 
over a Cliff and didn't seem to care at all that is disillusioned to find it out that what you thought was going on 
is not what's really going on and so that was happening to lots of us at that time and so what happened is for 
many of us we kind of went from being conservative Republican types or whatever over to being progressive 
just like that because there wasn't any middle ground for us it wasn't a sort of moderate thing or a liberal 
thing it was it was wait a minute this is really wrong we've got to do something about it period you know so so 
that that was going on and in the context of that thousands and thousands and thousands of young people 
started looking at different aspects of it and over time there were thousands and thousands whose 
equivalency tweeze created all kinds of nonprofits created battling for 
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kinds of nonprofits created battling for peace and for racism and for the environment but for every different 
issue the women's issue gay issue everything you know people were just involved in creating different kinds 
of nonprofit efforts where they could do research and action then educate and organize people but really it 
originally stemmed from from the Vietnam War and and the injustice of and just a game it became so 
obvious that we were being lied to and and that it was so unjust but what was being done these people | 
mean why were we in their country so far away in all these bonds and napalm and people and having 
assassination programs and it was it did not make any sense and it didn't make any sense to me either the 
night that we had our shock and awe in a rock sitting in the living room watching the television and watching 
the unfolding of the American program called shock and awe where we bombed the heck out of Baghdad 
places in lraq and they lost their water systems and their electrical systems only when we left they still didn't 
have these systems rebuilt so you know there are just other ways having foreign policy there are other 
changing things in the world and and supporting ways to improve the human condition there are other ways 
and if there's one thing | want to sort of start tonight with is to say we all have choices you are not Fitness 
none of us are victims we're all you know sentient beings we have minds hearts we have 
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beings we have minds hearts we have conscious consciousness and consciousness we are sentient beings 
and every policy that exists right now was put together by by people every institution was assembled by 
people everything that has been assembled can be reassembled every policy can be changed if we want to 
change it we are not victims and we're only victims if we don't want to take the time to figure it out do the 
research okay now what is this thing anyway and how did it get put together what's really happening who are 


the people behind because they all yes daddy says get out of bed every morning and put their pants on one 
leg at a time just like we do you know so there's no there's no great mystery going on that we can't handle 
but we in order to do it we do have to work together we'd have to work together and we have to decide that 
we're going to bring in to be the kind of world institutions policies laws that we know would be best or what 
we think would be best for the human family all right so after what after going to school at Berkeley and 
graduating in anthropology | started working with American documentary films and that was the first non- 
profit film Company in the United States they were making films about Vietnam and about the civil rights 
movement and they were also distributing them all over the country so all the war torrents and marches and 
everything people would rent a film from us and they would distribute it to three or four people in the course 
of the day and evening because they didn't always have good speakers and so the film would provide that 
educational tool for them while they were organizing and marching and all this stuff and we were distributing 
to everyone students women's groups church groups everyone 
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women's groups church groups everyone who was interested involved in active we were distributing films to 
and all over the country and after that | worked with one of those people the two of us started community 
access television productions here in Santa Cruz in the early 70s and for three years we did community 
access TV where we interviewed people and got them on television people who never get on television so 
we were really a voice of the people and it was through that project and we were doing news three nights a 
week it was fun it was really fun and editing all night long and you know trying to patch sound together when 
we didn't have the most involved equipment to us it was really it was it was fun and and we got a lot of 
information out that wouldn't have got no otherwise through that project a woman here a feminist in town 
because | by that time was involved in various feminist things in this area she she provided the money for me 
to go to Chicago because they were going to have in the early 70s a big conference from the coalition of 
labor union women it was going to be their founding conference this was the first time that Union women had 
ever come together to talk about their needs and problems as women inside the Union rule so it was by this 
time now is very active and there were all these things going on with the Union women I've never done this 
and | had you know tried to organize | did organizing Union when | was away Quist and so | had some 
experience with this so | took the camera and | went to Chicago and captured this conference really how | did 
it because | only had one camera but | got the spirit of it through through the course of the interviews and all 
the footage and we 
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interviews and all the footage and we when | came back we put it together and there were some very 
important people | mean they thought they were gonna have a they have 3400 it was just a huge success 
and became a very big national story and all this so | have a funny time so we've worked together and we 
wanted to turn it into a film because you know in the early seventies it wasn't quite at the point yet where 
everybody had videos in their houses it was still we were still thinking and so we we took the video we went 
to the east coast to try to raise money to turn it into a film and when we got there we ended up going all down 
the East Coast corridor showing this to lots of religious organizations the the Methodist women's groups but 
now the now headquarters in New York the ACA afl-cio headquarters in Washington DC like there must have 
been 60 or so different groups that we showed this to while we're appealing for help to convert it to a film so 
it could be for an organizing tool for working women because our our you know what our position was 
interpreting what different positions ours was we will never deal with the problem of equal pay for work of 
equal value without collective bargaining agreements that's how it's always been done | mean with women 
our position was look women have got to have the benefits that come with collective bargaining agreements 
and they're not they're not being organized in their workplaces in the same way particularly the clerical 
workers and so that so we thought we'll go this video will help sort of spread the word and help this is 
something they need to look at but what kind of it was a letter came in the mail from the National 
Organization for Women asking me to be a chair of 
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for Women asking me to be a chair of their labour of committee for the National Organization for Women | 
mean this was my head and so | knew that it was really important even though | wasn't sure how to do it 
exactly but this is what was happening at that time and people were just doing things whether they knew or 
not they were just okay throw me the ball I'll take this ball I'm not sure where I'll go with it but that's what 
everyone was doing it was really very inspired time so | said yes and we put together a committee and they 
were working on different issues like we are coming boycotts that we were supporting your supporting 
organizing for clerical workers there were different that we had some actual practical organizing that we're 
going to do technique well things going on with unions where they were teaching women how to organize is 
and and some you know blazed into this a few months into this in 1975 Kitty Tucker calls that she wanted to 
come to to see me and she was from the now chapter in Washington DC and she said look I've got I've got 
this problem about that I'm aware of and | want to talk to him they told me to go see you because you're 
involved with labor issues so she came over and she had a petition that she had designed it was for 
supporters of silver and she was circulating this petition in the anti-nuke and she and her husband they're 
barb Ellis as well as she was a feminist and she said look this woman was working in a plutonium Factory 
down local homeowners and there's there's only one and she was contaminated by 
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Tony woods the half-light she told me a clue Tony was 25,000 years which means it's toxic for 250,000 
carrots and fiendishly toxic substance radioactive and that her house was contaminated and the food on her 
refrigerator was contaminated in her and that she was doing an investigation with the and her doctor she was 
wrong bro the night that she was delivering her documents to an airplane reporter she was run off the road 
and killed them all of your documents disappeared | didn't know anything about them nothing | mean | knew | 
was worried about of having a nuclear war and at the end of Danny's last talk what he was talking about a 
whole Bay of Pigs how close we got to nuclear war we were all aware of that but this was nuclear power and 
| was not aware of the dangers radioactive exposure from nuclear power plants to workers and public but | 
was not | did not know about what we all know called mountain national security components and this this 
whole thing was in the community the world of national security because there is a direct link between 
nuclear weapons and nuclear power plants as the power plants actually produce the substance that is used 
to make and so whether its plutonium urban uranium and um so anyway | you know she she made a great 
case she was going to she was going to LA she was going to go to law school and she was very persuasive 
and | was like oh my gosh oh my gosh okay so | 
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was like oh my gosh oh my gosh okay so | said I'll take your material Oceana this is not going to see an 
article Rolling Stone 2 or 3 New York Times articles and her petition and stuff | said I'll get back to you and it 
wasn't until about 2:00 to look at it and | thought because as | read all the material and he increasingly 
convinced that somebody killed and also that to take this on would be dangerous and also that now might not 
reduce because | | was not aware of them having any taken any position on the issue of nuclear power or 
weapons for that matter although they tended to be a piece they were piece but so | was thinking oh this 
could be an organizing challenge but at that moment | was absolutely certain there Karen was in the room 
like about right | was leaning up against the wall reading and she and it was kind of like right there | was right 
here and there wasn't any doubt in my mind and I have never had that experience before with anybody else 
so | was just really quiet and what | realized is it was very clearly it was it was if the women don't do 
something about there's nobody's going to that was really kind of done the message that | was hearing from 
her and so the next morning that's why in the books | don't know if you've seen this in what you've read it's in 
the Cohan book which | | was reviewing myself over here sometimes when people would ask me why did 
you do this and I'm because she asked me to because that's really what a lot of smoothie that's what the 
experience of us and so the 
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what the experience of us and so the next morning | just kind of got everybody together okay we're going to 
have this major other project that's going to start here and we worked on our educational materials and our 
allies and our organizing stuff that we were already doing inside now we started incorporating Silkwood into 
that and the magazine that we were developing for the next conference that was coming up her picture on 
the front and we started putting research and information into that magazine about this project along with 
everything else we're going because in order for this to work we were going to have to enlist the support not 
only of the now leadership but of all the chapters in the country and they were very activist history this is all 
the time they were doing that she was going on there was stuff happening all the time out there and so we 
went forward Kitty and | went forward she was focusing on the anti-mutant community and and getting her 
petition was distributed through there and she was able to get them for the first time in history to agree that 
they would do something in nuisance because they were all local groups that was the clamshell Alliance up 
in the Boston area there was a group down in the Savannah Georgia area the where there was a big plant 
there there was diable Canyon in California there were there were local anti-nuke groups all over the country 
that formed around in their communities but they never done anything to mutants in before and they said 
okay we have decided that we will on November 13th because she was killed on November 13th 1974 we 
will do something all together in honor of her and so that happened and we began to get the kind of positive 
feedback inside of 
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the kind of positive feedback inside of now and both Kitty and | | don't know | must have given a thousand 
speeches about parents just telling the story of what happened here which | know you've read and you read 
the story of what kind of a person she was said she'd been to college she had a science background she 
was young she was lucky so when she went into work at the plant and began to discover how many safety 
hazards were going on and how many people were getting contaminated and over and over and over again 
and nobody was doing anything about it and | mean she one time she opened up his drawer and here were 
all these uranium pellets just laying around in there which you know could have become overheated because 
they were all together she discovered that some uranium pellets were being taken home kids were being 
allowed to play with them because they were like oh look at what | have in my work look you can play with it | 
mean which is ridiculous because they're radioactive and that you know people were getting it in there no 
you scrub down with Clorox and tide but no one was telling the workers that we couldn't get momentum that 
they that a tiny speck that you can't even see lodged in the right cell at the right time would result in cancer 
and that many of these people were probably the ones that have been contaminated several times kind of 
married to cancer over time and then no discussion about that whatsoever with the workers by by the curvy 
corporation which is the one that owned this plant and her was a huge senator in Washington DC 
tremendous amount of power and so the whole state was kind of beholding to the kerr-mcgee conglomerates 
in the state of Oklahoma 
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conglomerates in the state of Oklahoma and every nobody he really thought that there was anything wrong 
here they were providing jobs and everyone was lucky to have a job and so there were some problems so 
what and so she encountered a lot of ignorance and a lot of safety hazards and eventually became involved 
in the Union as a way to deal with that and and as she became more and more active and began to talk with 
Tony mazaki in Washington DC who was the legislative wrap for for that that local down there they realized 
they'd better get some experts in there so they sent animal professors to meet with the workers and explain 
to the workers to support lutonium is and just how toxic it is and how dangerous and what and they were 
really kind of shocked and and some of them were frightened because they had enough contamination that 
they now realize they could be in danger and so that was one step in the in the Union process because the 
company was trying to what you call decertify the Union tried to have a boat and has in hopes that the 
workers would vote to get rid of the it rather than to keep it and so Karen and Misaki and vodka and the 


Thais these people that were working on the Union were trying to develop the health and safety information 
to the point where it would help the workers decide to keep the Union because without it it wouldn't have any 
health and safety protection so that there was this kind of struggle going on at that time and she just kept 
stepping up to the plate and saying III Know what to do I'll get the information that I'll do the research | can 
find this and she started becoming like a sleuth inside the plant and going into files and staying late at night 
and and gathering data and getting photographs and looking at x-rays and slowly you know figuring out that 
they were falsifying their records that there was a lot of sloppiness that there was you know tremendous 
amount of hazards and summon 
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tremendous amount of hazards and summon she was keeping all these records and these lists and all this 
and giving them to his eye so that he would be able to figure out what to do about it and and of course it 
became it became noticeable to management that she was eventually became noticeable that she was doing 
this and and she became aware that they were aware to tell you know and so it began to be she was 
dangerous and she knew it then all of a sudden this thing happened I'm telling you for those who rather than 
what you were assigned this time one day she walked out of the planet she burn that forever went off and 
she was contaminated and she had way too much way too much maybe a radioactive material on her so 
they took her aside and put her through the scrubbing thing with the Clorox and the tide and the brushes and 
all this and she went home and then the next day when she came in and happened again the Bella fall went 
off and they get added to that which means that she was coming in that way and then they scrub scrub scrub 
and then that happened again so at this point you know she comes by this time they did that with the 
professors they knew what how dangerous is it at this point she's really freaking out because she knows that 
she has a lot of she's been contaminated a lot in the last 48 hours and they go to her house and with the 
Geiger counter from their suits and everything like that and they go in and the highest levels are well they're 
all the house with the highest levels are on the food in the refrigerator they're 400,000 disintegrations per 
minute of radiation on the sandwich meat in the refrigerator that's a lot that would be the equivalent of 20 
about four thousand 
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the equivalent of 20 about four thousand bullets from one sniper is if you were to compare it to some other 
field to know how dangerous that much plutonium was it was like about four thousand bullets it's not useful 
it's all months and so she at that point knew somebody put it there there's no way | mean she didn't do it and 
they were saying oh well she can't have any self in order to cause a ruckus and she's just trying to do things 
to to be dramatic and to help the Union and all this but that wasn't true and so she knew that someone was 
after her in the meantime there was going to be a meeting with the New York Times and she was gonna 
bring her list and all her documents and her x-rays and whatever she had accumulated and give it to the New 
York Times reporter who was coming down the zaki was making the arrangement that she was looking 
forward to to being able to end this because it was getting really dangerous and that night that she was 
supposed to deliver the documents she met with other union members of the hub cafe she got she had a 
man manila folder with her she said to other workers there | | have the goods on them you know | hope they 
go to jail some of them and and I'm gonna I've got so everybody knew she had it she got in the car she 
headed down the road and after about | don't know eight ten miles she had this accident this lethal accident 
where her car went off the road way too long the couple that went along the side of the road for quite a while 
until it hit a culvert there were actually two culverts there and it bounced off one and onto the other she was 
killed and later because mazaki and 
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was killed and later because mazaki and and or not was like steve wodka and her boyfriend drew and david 
wherever you are we're always here and so finally phone rang and said that she so they move into actually 
went to try to find a car find her any information finding documents and there were no documents parent 


either and in fact later it came out in the trial much much later that they've taken all the organs and they then 
whisked her away and taken out of her and they accidentally exposed that fact during the trial that they have 
done this and that's why no one retired when they did find her she was she was in the morgue under Jane 
Doe with no name that's how they re-entered her into the system and so so what really happened but but I'm 
not gonna go much into this because Danny's been talk about the investigation and unfolding military 
evidence but you know what really happened that night is that she was hit by someone in the rear of her car 
we actually know who at this point and it bounced her over here and she went along and the reason she 
didn't get back up on the highway is because they were right beside her and so she couldn't get back up and 
so she then hit a culvert and they were trying to get the documents but and it probably didn't and so we didn't 
know that | mean all we 
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and so we didn't know that | mean all we knew is that Misaki brought in an investigator from Texas who was 
an ass a crash investigator and he did this big analysis written and he said oh there was a dent in the back of 
her car that did not have any evidence in it that indicated that it comes from the accident you know from 
being banged up against the culprit of this or that it was done on the highway he said this right here is the 
dent that knocked her off the road and so and he'd done hundreds and hundreds of accident analysis so so 
we knew that and we also knew that because we saw also us on television that the state of Oklahoma's 
highway department quickly came and repainted the whole highway so you couldn't do any more 
investigative and drag the sides of the road and all this stuff now that happened very quickly so Oh but 
fortunately Pipkin didn't his investigation before that happened and so at the stage that we were at in 1975 
but she was killed in 74 in November 13 74 75 all we knew is her documents disappeared her house was 
contaminated with hundreds of thousands of disintegrations per minute of radiation and her she's dead and 
and how did this all happen to her and why did why is there an immediate cover-up going on about every 
everywhere you look to investigate you're a cover-up there so what we did is we targeted these are all some 
kind of things that the whole issue of organizing what we decided is we would dub tale with women against 
violence against women birthday and because we 


00:42:03 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=8wv0YXvWSgc&t=2523s 





against women birthday and because we would make this an issue for the knob chapters that we were 
against the kind of violence that happened to Karen Silkwood and that if you're asking women to be 
courageous and become leaders in their unions and she was to leader for health and safety and they get 
killed then as the women's movement has a responsibility to stand up and support her and ask for 
investigation so we can find out what happened to her and so that that's what we did and we put all these 
materials together except about all the chapters in now and on that day in the summer of 2001 1975 this is a 
day with all the presses out finding out what women have to say and our president of now was with us and 
four of us went to see the Attorney General but of course he didn't show up but the FBI investigator that 
coordinated their investigation and all that was there and we sat down with them and we said okay she was 
contaminated she was collecting evidence all her documents disappeared she was run off the road and she 
is dead could you please tell us what's happened in your investigate can you tell us what happened to her 
and they said well we don't we don't know at one point it's not going to solve the mystery every time so so it 
doesn't work like that in real life girlies you know so we we don't have we closed this investigation we don't 
know the answers to your questions and you should go home 
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to your questions and you should go home and be quiet basically | mean it was very patronizing and now an 
organised press was with us Karen Dubrow we open up the door | know my gosh there's cameras 
everywhere just press everywhere all across these these steps right and yet we're all talking and | charge the 
little cutter with the with the cover-up of this murder and it ends up all over the United States because we had 
a press clipping service in these boxes started coming in because the AP story without all over the United 


States and saying Ellison charges cover up the FBI I had no idea that | just went out and there were literally 
boxes of press clippings and at the same time but now chapters were just great they had taken off the cause 
and every across the country in all of their local actions they have information about her related pictures 
come friend he was getting the petition sign and all of these letters and petitions were going to Congress 
demanding an investigation so it worked | mean we had to go through several other steps we had to get 
other allies with us Nader came the UAW labor group came clue coalition of labor union had representative 
Lee another leader of now Ellie's meal they all came with us to see senator Ribicoff on the in the Senate and 
he and Metcalf were you know having an audience with us and we were 
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having an audience with us and we were all we in our allies we're all saying we need an investigation in this 
case there's something really wrong the FBI to do their job blah blah blah and they said yes they said yes in 
part of a large part of the reason why they say this is because of the pressure that had been generated from 
the grassroots all over the country and all the handwritten letters and everything that had come pouring in 
particularly from the districts of Metcalfe and River coffin and Dingell and some of these guys are really 
important in the in the congressional investigation so so they said | mean we were flabbergasted actually | 
mean because we were all you know working around the clock not knowing if anything is ever going to work 
and so then there were two hearings and by this time | just need to save you that were there was there were 
real constituencies in alliance because | put up here that alliances and allies are so important here if you're 
trying to deal with with the major issue of injustice so we have labor we have the feminists we were soon to 
have the jesuits as Danny Kagan we had the Quixote Center which is a Catholic justice center we had the 
Environmental Policy Center because Kitty's husband was working there who's doing all kinds of 
environmental research and working with different congressional offices on it we had the anti-nuke 
movement and eventually we had musicians and artists who were working with us raising money and helping 
to get the word out through their own artistic channels and so so all of that you know pressure helped get this 
thing to kick over into a professional investigation and | would just say there were two hearings most 
important things that have you know in 
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important things that have you know in those hearings first one was that a woman named Jackie sweetie 
emerged this deep Stockton who was an investigator for the Congress did a great investigative job and in the 
course of him doing all this work he ran into this woman Jackie suruci who was a reporter the Nashville 
Tennessean newspaper in Nashville Tennessee and she was writing a book about nuclear power and 
published by Aurora publishing and when she was talking stopped and she was clearly trying to convince 
Stockton the Karen was a creep that she smoked marijuana that she went to bed with more than one guy 
and of course of the year that you know she was you know it was they were always trying to discredit her 
right and so shocked I'm trying to figure out what happened to her and and how do you know this anyway 
and she said boy | have all these FBI documents really you know because he couldn't get any documents 
from oh yeah and he was working for the Congress so he said he said thousand pages she said and she 
was gonna reach into her purse for them and he said oh no no never mind that's okay would you like to 
testify so he had her come and testify at the first hearings in the meantime he you know and it was really a 
trap and when she started to testify after we had all testified about the history of our efforts any better she's 
started to testify and she started saying all this stuff and it was really making people mad there was the 
Congress person working because she was clear that she had some special access to all this information 
from the FBI and that she had all these documents and she had copies of them for herself and all this so 
what heaven was she got 
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and all this so what heaven was she got exposed as the first Cohen tell pro reporter in the history of the 
country everyone knew they existed these are reporters there are there look like reporters but they're really 
working for CIA FBI other agencies and they're gathering information for them behind the color of their 
reporter credentials so they can go out and sit down with people and talk with people and find out things 
because the person thinks they're talking to her report that they're talking to someone who is gathering 
information and so it was a big time magazine article this was a huge deal because because it's the reporting 
community it was very interested who she was and what the deal was was big story so and she got fired 
from the Nashville Tennessean so then what happens is the guy Seigenthaler famous man who runs the 
national newspaper it was he was famous in the civil rights stuff and had been sent by the Kennedys down to 
participate in certain activities when they were trying to get stopped so Seigenthaler sat down with her and 
she explained everything to him in the fire and then there was this big rumor campaign that Seigenthaler 
went and you know went to bed with little girls and so it was an attack on him and of course it wasn't truth but 
it was a rumor campaign that started to discredit him and so then in the next set of hearings he testified he 
was very angry about what was happening to him and it was considered to be another FBI effort and so he 
testified and his wife was very upset she was there too she was they were making 
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there too she was they were making anyone knows about her as well and so then the next thing like fact that 
happened was that Dingell was was really mad at the FBI and he gave them until June 14th to get all the 
documents to him everything that solution and everything else that they had he wanted I'm so glad he 
wanted everything by June 14th or else and what happened in the week of June 14th is a prostitute who had 
been arrested on April 25th which was one day before the first hearing which happened on April 26 on April 
25th in the mills district he's a congressperson a prostitute was arrested her name's Herman | think they kept 
her for two months and then on the week of June 14th oh she comes telling the press that Dingell is one of 
her special customers and again they're the reporters that were working out there for us witness said that 
she had FBI connections so Dingell didn't do the third hearing there was going to be a 30 earring and he 
canceled it it was at that moment in time that we realized we're gonna have to find a lawyer because the 
Congress is just not going to they're just not gonna go all the way with this we're not ready we still don't know 
who did this to her or how it happened so in the process then of looking for an attorney that's when we began 
to realize the issue of fundraising because the first attorney we've met with said he needed forty thousand 
dollars up front of you wouldn't do anything | was like oh this is oh so then we were told about Danny who 
was working with the Jesuits and he was not working as a private 
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and he was not working as a private attorney and he said we went to his the statute of limitations was right 
out in the fall of 1976 and we were now we were now we were now in 1976 because we are going to do 
something he's a violent way of violence and so he can't he became part of this team and it was just amazing 
because he brought not only his incredible constitutional ability and knowledge about how to craft something 
like this but he also brought investigators because we need work for every Bailey we met all the guys we 
know from the previous things he's talked about he had met all these private investigators and it was friends 
with them so even though they never worked for nonprofits in this case they did you know and so they came 
in different ones at different times to help us get information and when you know on Thursday he'll share 
some of that unfolding information that happened it's quite dramatic actually what happened in the 
investigation and how significant how much bigger this was than we realized how how what the connections 
that this had to other things were going on in the country but I'm going to jump ahead I'm gonna jump over 
the investigation and go to other kinds of organizing and that happened in this case because he may not 
touch on these things what was during the trial we had allies out in Oklahoma we were doing a trial in 
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Oklahoma we were doing a trial in Oklahoma's very big in 1979 big long trial amazing things happened in 
this trial all in our favor | mean the other side was just like a waterfall was falling on them we just every day it 
got worse for them because they were like you know if you go into the courtroom and you're lying and plus 
we have always evidently and Jerry Spence was working with us another brilliant trial lawyer and so enduring 
during that period of time trial preparation and trial some of our other allies started working on shutting down 
a nuclear project that was starting in Oklahoma called black box actually the Native American word for this 
area where they were going to put a big plant was mutated Fox which is good mutations with radiation it was 
interesting the original area but but anyway all of our people that were involved in that most of us were too 
involved in the litigation there were many others that were involved in that and they went there and then 
chained themselves to the bulldozers because the bulldozers were preparing the ground to build this big 
nuclear thing there and they they got these big carborundum chains and they chained themselves to the 
bulldozers and there was no way for them to bulldozers cutting these things were very very difficult to do 
because of the nature of the chains and all the time the the the police said everybody were trying to get them 
out of these chains the organizers were educating them about nuclear power nuclear radiation nuclear 
weapons their relationship between these things and the dangerous to the people that would live there and 
by the time guns and finally got them out of the chains pretty much everybody was on their side 
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pretty much everybody was on their side and when they went when they went to court they convinced 
everybody in the court that this was a horrible thing for the people in Oklahoma to have this built right there 
because they had enough research research research and materials and educational material that they put 
together so that they could do that they could explain it to people in a way that would help them understand 
and they stopped that that that they won them and it was it was not done it was stopped and another thing | 
wanted to share with you they came after the trial which is their trial was very big and the victory was 
announced they hope they announcement in the middle of the so bottles they broke in self refers to 
announcement so for the victory because it had so many legal precedents that were set changing the law 
changing policy many policies and laws were changed in the victory as a result of that no more nuclear 
plants were ordered since 1979 until a month or so ago that whole period no plants were ordered because 
the liability for accidents was set so high that the insurance companies didn't want to insure them and the 
only way around that is to make us pay instead of nature and that's been one of the big regulating efforts in 
recent times is to get that liability transferred over to the public so if there's a 30 million or billion dollar 
accident we'll pay for it so now it's possible to consider building so but anyway what came afterwards is 
another major education and organizing thing the in the 
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and organizing thing the in the fundraising effort we each had started the direct mail campaign and we were 
mailing to lists of people in the mail every two months or so and building a list of people who cared about this 
issue and were sending money to support this effort because the investigators had to be paid there were all 
kinds of legal costs there were deposition costs all kinds of stuff involved in taking this all the ways to the trial 
and so we had a direct mail campaign going and we had concerts that were being done Jackson Browne and 
Bonnie Raitt and Crosby Stills and Nash and other musicians that supported this in this effort and so they 
would do concerts and then they would that would educate the people who came to the concerts it would 
also raise money which they would contribute to the cause and and what happened after the trial was really 
interesting they started something called views musicians United for safe energy and they decided they 
would have a production company and they would have a like a foundation | was on the board of the 
foundation and there were a lot of musicians and production people on the production board there were 
many other people on the Foundation Board and the idea was to have three nights and Madison Square 
Garden with lots of artists and raise lots of money and then have the Foundation Board distributed that to 
and the new groups to save energy groups that were working on alternative energy solar and other things 


and and so all of the groups in the save energy and new groups were sending in their proposals and we had 
this humongously successful three days in Madison Square Garden with lots and lots of artists participating 
and it was incredible and 
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participating and it was incredible and the record made and the record had all this educational material 
associated with it you could read all about everything and and and then you know we looked at all the 
proposals and figured out how to divvy up all this money among all the groups that we're working on different 
aspects of solving these problems so so it continued the the organizing and education aspects of this 
continued afterwards and what | would say in conclusion about about this component of the project these 
components in the product is a Karen Silkwood became the first nuclear martyr of the United States and 
Europe both Australia and Europe we had calls coming in all the time these other countries better but 
everyone understood that that that that's who she was and that was because of all the educating and 
organizing and speaking and everything that everybody was doing and because we had reporters working 
with us we had from the beginning this magazine NPR there was a woman in NPR she's the one that figured 
out by calling Westinghouse that was in charge of the fast breeder reactor where the tonio fuel rods were 
going they were being produced at parents plant and we're going to this fast breeder and that they were 
missing 40 pounds of bomb-grade plutonium in these rods and didn't have everything helps and it was 
Barbara from from any arc that figured that piece out and we think that part of the documents conducted sure 
that part of the documents that she was delivering that night had to do with the muff out of for materials and 
and you know daddy later found out what that was all about 


01:04:02 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=8wv0YXvWSgqc&t=3842s 





later found out what that was all about but at the time that we were doing all we knew was that they were 
missing but we didn't know why and so the reporters were really important how her comb from the Rolling 
Stone ended up writing this book | mean he just never quit until they finally finished employer there was 
another guy who wrote a book richard Raschke there was David Berman who wrote several articles in the 
New York Times this whole constituency of reporters was also extremely important in terms of getting word 
up and then finally there was a point where we had a team of two executive producers from Hollywood buzz 
Hirsch and Larry Kane no pain and they said anyways really position and so they they come around with us 
and they learned everything they could and they said we want to make a film about this and they began 
putting it together and they went back to Hollywood and they eventually got ABC to agree to make a movie 
the winners of the theaters but in the course of getting to that they were the pervy corporation went after 
them and said that they wanted to have all of their source material they want to know their interviews all their 
research everything that they've gotten from us they wanted to have access to all of it and of course we 
wanted to prepare for trial we didn't want to give it to her meeting and so Danny's work on the Caldwell case 
which established newspaper person's privilege if you recall because he's talked about that already well that 
body of law then the truck they said okay it applies to filming which is whether | mean that was the legal 
position and taken by these two filmmakers which they have they learned how to do that from Danny and 
they got support from people in Hollywood there were the big artists and stuff that gave them money for their 
legal effort and they want so that that protection for 
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they want so that that protection for their sources was established for the first time ever for filmmakers in the 
course of this case and they went on to get the deal with ABC and one of the great things about ABC being 
the people to make the movie is that they had a college in that work to promote it so they had Murrow Street 
share and Mike Nichols director and and they have and they had an on television all the time at this movie 
silver was coming out and it was going to be really important than what happened and it was the first may be 
the only thing might be the only but they call message film which is the film that is done to educate people 
about a big problem the only message film that has ever been financially successful in Hollywood because 


people are always afraid to make them and they they make them but they make them realizing they probably 
won't make any money but Silkwood did make money they made money in the United States and it also 
made money in Europe as the videos so that was another major contribution to the fact that so many people 
in Russia plus and and considered her the first nuclear martyr so and | just say to you that if you're inspired 
to do this kind of work you'll never regret it because the world for one of the reasons and different theories 
about this but we do have a situation where people behave badly there are a lot of people they make they 
behave badly they have they make bad choices and there can be very very selfish and they've hurt a lot of 
people and the only answer to that is for other people to stand up for something else 
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people to stand up for something else and to represent a better solution or more compassionate one or a 
more practical one and so | just hope that you all decide to uh to be in the mat camps or in this many people 
many groups in there it's not just then the nos and all that there's all kinds of constituencies in there but | | do 
hope that you'll be on the side of business [Applause] yeah what happened all the people who were 
contaminated it seems like they really got shafted and all this | don't know that would be a good thing for us 
to do as a research project because sometimes it takes 20 years | hope you say so when you come in a civil 
case accumulate slowly turned into a kind of an anti nuclear power case and | can understand like a lot of the 
ones that also if you are never really gonna be a viable option the problem with it is there's two really big 
problem and Danny will be able to give you more information than | had tonight because 
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information than | had tonight because his only investigation but in the course of the Silkwood project it 
became so obvious to me AEC Atomic Energy issues which we got the NRC | was not telling the truth most 
of the time right so then you do have enough of that experience you start to realize that they're not they don't 
have our health and safety as pregnant as the priority they have other things the sobriety so there's a real 
lack of trust that anyone who's worked in this area in this arena this field has there's a revolving door so that 
the corporate guys come out and go into the government agency working there for a while come out go back 
into the corporation that's a one hand washes the other all the time so that's so there's a there's a serious 
problem there because it's so dangerous this thing that's up but then more importantly it's central to 
everything is they don't have any solution at least if they have a solution for the waste we could you know we 
could all just like celebrate now a whole new conversation but they don't and so for them to start again to 
build these plants because what you have to realize is they have all these plants around their companies and 
they stopped building them after the trial that still they had them all over the place | forgotten 110 of them or | 
don't how many and every one of those was producing waste every day and the waste was uranium or in the 
case the best reader it was a plutonium and that waste they were putting into these containers which couldn't 
hold it it would start leaking out because the containers were not strong enough for this toxic stuff after a 
while they leaked then it goes down in the ground it gets in the water supply it's like opening the Hanford 
Washington area and and all over 


01:12:03 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=8wv0YXvWSgqc&t=4323s 





Washington area and and all over wherever the real plants there were these leaking containers of all the 
waste and then they filled it all up so they were then they wanted to oh let's put him in the UH c'mon you in 
the back you wanted to find some other place where they could take all these containers and stick them 
inside the mountain okay they'd be okay there for the next you know hundred thousand years the house 
thousands and thousands of years | mean what kind of a solution is that to our energy problems so | mean 
people were trying to map trying to figure out how the human culture to protect something that dangerous 
that long and what if you have earthquakes and contaminant they're calamities that you can't really predict 
and it gets out into the environment and into the water and into the ocean because they're plants along the 
ocean and stop so there's a lot of these problems but if you could solve the waste so you didn't have these 
these leaking containers all over the place and the people in the back didn't want to go into the other one 


there's an earthquake thing under Yucca Mountain it was another batch just like their several earthquake 
deals around Diablo Canyon which is one of our plants in California with two so Noxon overran and the apple 
candy they have a bishop both not be relicensed but particularly okay so but the thing is so they never thing 
they don't have a solution to the lace and | believe the last time | looked anyway that people in Nevada were 
stopping it at that mountain and while everybody's waste going there and so so | don't know why | got 
Obama you know he has there's something like nine or eleven nuclear plants in the 
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nine or eleven nuclear plants in the state of Illinois and | think you know they're one of his funders he's more 
open to nuclear than than than any other research Democratic president but but | think it's a mistake 
because they don't have a solution to the ways they might figure it out someday they might be able to take 
this radioactive toxic scary stuff at last word god only knows how long and and turn it into something useful 
but they haven't figured about yet and so it's so then they lied when they say that everything's gonna be okay 
don't worry it's not like Japan it's just not when you look at it carefully we've got all kinds of plans that are in 
bad shape and old and and what have you again | get something to say | would say 
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again | get something to say | would say no times maybe to some of you like to do like oh these people are 
really high in the sky table because we need nuclear Barbie because | wasn't won't have enough power but | 
just urge you to think more because we are very creative | have total faith in the human family to create 
wonderful solutions to problems but they have to be funded you know they the money can't oil and nuclear 
and us expect to get all the best work would happen the alternatives and in more than one and you know and 
we have to have conservation because we could lower our usage a lot but we just say it's going to 
contaminate potentially you know an entire state when they have an accident you gotta rethink it yes | was 
wondering it wasn't entirely clear to me what happened with the reimbursement because there was so it 
started out five hundred thousand for punitive and then ten million for something else and then it got reduced 
down like 5,000 and then they appealed that and did they been successfully cause it was one point say it 
wasn't the oh no they started out the biggest judgment ever in history against you know a corporation and 
then they went through this weird appeal process and Danny can explain this a little better but I'll do the best 
| can we want both appeals there was a Supreme 
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we want both appeals there was a Supreme Court appeal and there was a circuit court appeal the circuit 
court appeal took | don't know sunlight eighteen months the longest ever they clearly delayed they clearly 
away so that by the time their decisions came we'd be already out of trial and what-have-you but the issues 
that were being addressed in that circuit court hearing related to this whole issue of the money coming out of 
that CD player we could have gone back to trial and we could have gone back to trial probably including the 
civil rights component which had been separated out and and we could have gone after even more money 
than the ten million but my recollection is that bill Silkwood was not really well he did he have no interest in 
doing another climb the mountain kind of thing and somehow or another this this Circuit Court it related to 
workman's comp dancers if there were some issues in there that meant that the amount of money was going 
to be much lower than the original that's legal | can't remember exactly it was very disappointing so there 
were some there were some money taken for trial expenses and the rest of the kids most of them went to the 
kids to her children but it wasn't a lot you know | think was more than [Music] 
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well the videos that we spent almost 20 years in Washington so we did see a lot of how that was a major 
dissolution in spots but but there's a lot of money at stake here and a lot of it comes from the government 
and what you see well | really saw this doing a sudden all of a sudden there were these big articles in the 
newspapers using ads and big stories everything about how corporate America should come to Washington 


this is the future come here and well but | now realize what's happening because if they they knew with this 
new administration coming in and it's bet for its certain kinds of funny things they've become into trucks in 
Washington and they could start getting more and more money for their private programs right nuclear gets a 
lot of money and the oil gets a lot of money and they're a huge lobbying effort and then all of a sudden more 
and more lobbying operations started appearing in Washington it really changed a lot in these and where you 
know they were very clear about what they were doing they were very clear that they were going to take just 
these tax monies and they were 
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take just these tax monies and they were going to give them to corporations that's exactly what happened we 
went to the corporate world which is why Danny sometimes makes a reference to national socialism which is 
what was in Germany which is really what that means is it doesn't mean socialism it means that you take all 
the money that the taxpayers pay and we do subsidize corporations that's that's national socialism and that 
that's how that's where the money goes and if you make the argument well we got to do that because they're 
going to create the jobs you have to again look again and again and do the research l'm paraphrasing what 
you said you mentioned that without effective means for women to participate in collective bargaining the 
question isn't even going to be asked about you can pay for equal work elsewhere you know what steps are 
being taken today to address this in instances like the case against Walmart and other places where we 
heard there's widespread discrimination but there really isn't kind of fact it means for them to even address 
the question or seek litigation because of Walmart saying things like we're we exist in so many different 
states we're not the same company in this state as this state because of our localities you know the National 
Organization for Women are other organizations collections of you know people Padres and all those types 
of things are working to try to assess the status of women in the workplace or to make any advances yeah | 
don't answer that right now because | seem so involved in our project that I'm not as involved in now as | 
used to be so | mean | pay my money every year but I'm not as involved in exactly what they're doing | 
assume that they are continuing to work on this the Ignite that | said 
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where is it it's not that the issue would be it raised it's that it's pretty hard to solvent it without collective 
bargaining agreements without the ability to sit down and negotiate with management it's it's very hard to 
solve some of the economic inequality problems so I'm not saying you can't be done l'm not saying there 
aren't enlightened businesses enlightened consciousness and they their policies and programs are such that 
they're good for the people who work with them as well as for them there are definitely businesses like that 
but but there is a greater because well here's the home again this is a major policy issue you know changing 
policy and laws if there is one law and policy that needs to change in this country it is the issue of corporate 
corporations because there's a corporate under there under the cover of this law that says that the CEO can 
be fired if he makes he or she makes a decision to do anything that isn't in the interests of the prophets even 
if | even get fired in other words there's the the mandate for the corporation is to produce profits for the 
stockholders and there they've got things like that they've got to make those decisions again to get they can't 
do it for the environment they can't do it for the larger good in the community because they can't take these 
other things into consideration according to the actual laws that is a huge target for change along those lines 
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huge target for change along those lines do you think would be a good first step for the government to 
acknowledge its contracts and those businesses with or does business with a lot of these corporations that 
take out of their mandate especially like private prisons and things like that do you think that'd be a first step 
or would it be just a better way to go about it looking at that that mandate itself is a lot | think one has to look 
at that mandate because because the thing is that if you're a corporate CEO and you say to me look | can't 
I'm sorry I'd like to do something different besides contaminate the whole state or whatever I'm doing you 
know the rivers the pump you know the paper mills and the river isn't these things because this is how the 


environment got contaminated it's through the corporations and and somebody might say look | need to look 
I'd love a clean colon light switch scrubbers on my things but you know it's really expensive and | don't have 
the money and | have to follow my guidelines here that | have to produce profits regularly for mine my 
stockholders and | can this money and put it on the scrubbers so I'm sorry that the mercury is going out I'm 
sorry that acid rain is destroying all the fish which is what happened on the East Coast I'm really sorry about 
this but I've got to do my job so | feel that you know you've got to deal with that when | say you that's what 
came off the forces that that we've encountered in these cases all the forces that are coming up in these 
cases they're all still in play they're not gone it's just that we know more about them now but but I'm sorry to 
say that that our generation has not completely solved these things you you all are going to inherit this so 
that's one of the reasons why we feel so strongly we should share whatever we've learned 
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you know | think a new part of it was the amount of evidence that we had | can't say enough about research 
and investigation because when you have the facts when you figure out was really happy when you know 
whether people you do the research if the data together and you can show it to people and say look here so 
what buzz and Larry the filmmakers were doing they were just like gobbling up all of our stuff and then they 
were using that to persuade people that something needed to be done about this and we need to get the 
story out and the story was so powerful in itself that there were just people it's always people there people 
inside one little pot of ABC not the whole thing on the part that said let's do it 


END 


